The Blessing of a Child

Baby Dedications at New Community

The blessing of a child, also commonly referred to as the dedication or presentation of a child, is a service for parents who want more than anything else the blessing of God on their child but believe that baptism is to be reserved for those who make a conscious choice in confession of faith.  Grateful for the gift of a child, the parents are accepting their responsibility of nurturing the child in the love and grace of God.  For the congregation, the blessing of a child is a ritual of hospitality in giving welcome to the child and support to the parents—sharing in their joy and in the task of nurture, and looking forward to the day when, as a confessing believer, their child chooses to be baptized.  

This service is rooted in the biblical celebration of the blessing of life and birth, in Jesus blessing the little children as the sign of the kingdom of God (Mark 10:13-16), and in the message of God’s saving deeds in Christ for all, including children.

The blessing of a child most commonly occurs on the Lord’s Day as part of the worship service of the congregation.  An appropriate hymn or spiritual may be sung while parents and family members gather in the front.  The child can be dressed in ordinary clothes rather than in the white gown commonly used at baptism.

Keep in mind the following as it relates to our church’s baby dedications:

1) Baby dedications take place during the Sunday morning worship.

2) The Logan Square congregation has dedications on a quarterly basis, and these dedications will likely be group dedications where multiple children and parents are dedicated.
3) Beginning Fall, 2010, dedications at Logan Square will be November 14, 2010, February 13, 2011, May 8, 2010, August 14, 2010, and November 13, 2011.
4) All parents should pre-register for the dedication as soon as possible so that the staff is able to prepare with them.

5) For any questions or to sign up to participate in a dedication, email the church office at newcomoffice@gmail.com.  

� Adapted from the Covenant Book of Worship.  Chicago: Covenant Publications, 2003.





